
CLARENDON HILLS PUBLIC LIBRARY BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING  
Tuesday, June 15, 2021 

 
Call to Order:   Trustee Goel called the meeting to order at 7:02 PM 
 
In Attendance: Director Lori Craft, Trustees Derfiny, Goel, Gupta, Jablonski, Kilens, and Swanton 
Absent:  Trustee Quinonez 
 
Public Attendees: None 
 
Public Comment:  One letter submitted to the Board in writing by CH resident Cammie Horan; Director Craft 
read letter out loud to the Board.  
 
Minutes:  The Board reviewed the minutes from the May 18, 2021 Board Meeting. Trustee Kilens moved to 
approve the minutes; minutes were unanimously approved by the Board.  
 
Treasurer’s Report:  The Board reviewed the Transaction Detail Report through May, 2021.  Director Craft was 
asked about the book expense through May, 2021 and she indicated the Library is purchasing new books on 
pace with prior years and consistent with the budget for the year.   
 

Director Craft indicated that the independent auditor’s report for the fiscal year ended 2020 has been 
completed and the report is available for all Board Trustees to pick up from the Library.  Director Craft made 
note of the difference between the Library’s financial reporting of receipts and expenses compared to the 
auditor’s reporting of these items. The Library tracks receipts and expenses on a cash basis when each item is 
received and/or paid; while the auditor, following generally accepted accounting principles for audit reports, 
uses an accrual method to track receipts and expenses. The different methods result in somewhat different 
total values at the end of each fiscal year, but both methods track the same items of receipts and expenses.  
Director Craft also read from the auditor’s report that in the auditor’s opinion, the financial statements 
present fairly, in all material respects, the respective financial position of the activities and major fund of the 
Clarendon Hills Public Library and the respective changes in the financial position for the year ended in 
accordance with the principles generally accepted in the U.S. 
 
Report of Library Affairs:  

• In May, 6354 physical items and 1431 digital items were checked out. Overall, May checkouts in 2021 
were 7785 compared to 2022 items in 2020 and 9225 items in 2019. 
 

• One of the library’s 23-24 hour/week Circulation Associates, Bethany LeMesurier, resigned from the 
library and was unable to provide two weeks notice. The position has been posted on the RAILS Jobs 
Board, the College of DuPage’s Library Technical Assistant Jobs Board, and the library’s website.  
 

• Allison Bennett, who had been President of the Friends of the Library for the past 8 years, has moved 
out of state. The new Friends of the Library President is Anne Kozak.  

 

• Director Craft provided an idea of the capital expenditures anticipated in the next 5 years. These are all 
ballpark figures, so could be different when actual proposals are received. 

  
 HVAC replacement    $150,000 
 New Roof       $37,000 
 Elevator Electrical Panel Replacement   $15,000 
 Fire Panel Replacement         $12,000 



 Story Time Room Carpeting       $4,000 
       $218,000 

Director Craft stated that if the Library continued to keep around $800,000 in the bank to pay bills and 
to handle emergencies, the Library would have approximately $275,000 to use towards special projects 
or savings.  

 
Buildings and Grounds:   
Trustee Derfiny provided the Buildings and Grounds update: 

• After Hours Holds Pick-Up Lockers:  Trustee Derfiny upgraded and installed six lockers in the front of 
the Library. He painted all exterior openings and sealed the lockers.  Re-configurable combination locks 
were added. Trustee Derfiny mounted the lockers to Library outside front wall. The work done by 
Trustee Derfiny spanned 6 days over 3 weeks and materials cost: $62.48. 
The Members of the Board thanked Trustee Derfiny for this work.  Director Craft commented that the 
staff is being trained on locker procedures and coding the locks. The initial signage about using the 
lockers will be temporary and use the sandwich board sign. Once the procedures are proven to work, a 
vinyl decal sign will be professionally made and put on the side of the lockers. Publicity about the 
lockers will be going out soon.  
 

• NE-corner Downspout Repaired: On June 8th, Trustee Derfiny repaired a section of an old downspout, 
crushed by lawn ‘traffic’ and leaf clogged, resulting in rain/ice backup. Trustee Derfiny replaced split 
portions of downspout and installed flexible/removeable plastic drain ‘spout’ extension. This work 
done by Trustee Derfiny took 2.5 hours and materials cost: $22.96. 
 

• Meeting Room Rest Room Toilet Seat Replaced: On May 29th, Trustee Derfiny replaced an old toilet 
seat. The work took 1 hour and materials cost: $43.54. 

 
Unfinished Business:   

• Update on After Hours Holds Pick-Up Lockers: This was presented by Trustee Derfiny and discussed by 
the Board during the Buildings and Grounds presentation.  
 

• Potential Vision Plan and Facility Needs Assessment: The Board discussed the proposed potential vision 
plan and facility needs assessment presented by Rick McCarthy to the Board at the April meeting.  
After discussion about the architect’s proposal and cost, several Members of the Board indicated an 
interest in first determining the parameters of possible new building space available to the Library 
within the property lines currently owned by the Library.  Obtaining community input on 
modernization of the Library through a survey was also raised. Trustee Swanton asked when the last 
update was done to the Library.  Director Craft indicated it was in 2013, when new carpeting, interior 
painting and new circulation desk area were done. The Board asked Director Craft to ask Rick McCarthy 
three specific questions:  1) what is the building parameter available to the Library?  2) What are the 
re-design possibilities to modernize the library?  3) What are the building needs and maintenance for 
the next 5-15 years?  The Board Members also agreed it would be a good idea to get a second opinion 
and quote from another architect. 
 

New Business: 
• Next Phase of Library Re-opening – IL Phase 5:  The Members of the Board discussed the next phase of 

re-opening the Library, given that Governor Pritzker has re-opened Illinois to Phase 5 as of June 11, 
with businesses and recreation resuming normal operations with new safety guidance and procedures.   

o Masking: The guidance from the Illinois Department of Public Health is that unvaccinated 
individuals must still wear masks, but fully vaccinated individuals who are more than 2 weeks 
after their final vaccine do not have to wear a mask. The Board Members discussed the 



presence of children under age 12 in the Library who are not yet able to get the COVID-19 
vaccination and how libraries are navigating the needs and safety of patrons as more people 
are vaccinated.  The children’s area of the Library is in the lower level of the Library, however, 
patrons who are not children may still have to walk through part of the Children’s Area to get to 
the Library restrooms.  Many patrons are now coming to the Library unmasked as they are not 
aware that the Library may have rules different from other businesses, as permitted, and the 
Library has had to provide many more masks to individuals coming into the Library.  The Board 
discussed the safety of all patrons as well as the staff.  Trustee Kilens, motioned for the Library 
to implement a mask policy indicating that fully vaccinated individuals who are at least past two 
weeks after their final COVID-19 vaccine may enter the Library without a mask; any 
unvaccinated individuals are required to wear a mask. The motion passed unanimously.  

o Furniture:  Director Craft indicated what the furniture situation currently is in the Library and 
the Board discussed adding around 50% of the furniture, such as tables and chairs, back in the 
adult area and children’s area.   

o Operating Hours: Currently the Library is still on modified hours during the Pandemic.  Director 
Craft indicated that the opening time pre-pandemic was 9:30 AM, but currently it is 10 AM.  
After a discussion, Director Derfiny moved to have the Library resume normal (pre-pandemic) 
operating hours and the motion passed unanimously. The normal hours will resume on June 21.   

 

• Sunday Book Drop Schedule – The Board Members determined who among the Board Members will 
volunteer at the library to check in books from the book-drop on Sundays over the next few months.  
  Rest of June and July – Kilens 
                           August – Goel 
       September – Derfiny  
            October – Gupta  
 

• The Board determined that the next Board meeting on July 20 will be in-person with a remote option 
for any Board member who could not participate in person.  

 
Adjournment:  Trustee Kilens moved to adjourn the Meeting and the Motion passed unanimously.  The 
meeting was adjourned at 8:29 PM. 
 
 
Submitted by Board Secretary, Valli Gupta 


