
CLARENDON HILLS PUBLIC LIBRARY BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

Tuesday, March 16, 2021 

 

Call to Order: Trustee Tuisl called the meeting to order at 7:03 PM.  

In attendance: Director Lori Craft; Trustees Arendt, Derfiny, Goel, Gupta, Kilens and Tuisl. 

Minutes: The group reviewed the minutes from the February 16, 2021 Board Meeting. Trustee 
Derfiny motioned for minutes to be accepted; passed unanimously. 

Treasurer’s Report: The Board reviewed the Transaction Detail Report for February 2021. At this 
time, the library has spent about 13% of expected expenditures while acquiring .3% of the expected 
revenue. The property taxes (the main source of the library’s revenue) will come through sometime in 
August.  

The library’s annual expenses are around $830,000. Director Craft will plan to store 2/3rd of this 
amount in reserves. She will also outline the capital expenses planned for the next 5-10 years to 
present at a future Board meeting. 

Report of Library Affairs:  
• In February, the library checked out 5414 physical items and 1484 digital items. Digital check 

outs in February 2021 were up 11% from February 2020. Overall, the February checkouts in 
2021 were 6898 compared to 8745 checkouts in February 2020. 
 

• The staff who received their first dose of the COVID-19 vaccine at Hinsdale Central High 
School on February 10 received their second dose on March 3. 
 

• The RAILS (library system) certification has been completed for this year. 
 

• The Illinois Public Library Per Capita Grant has been completed and emailed to the State 
Library. The grant deadline was March 15, 2021. 
 

• Dr. Seuss Enterprises have said that six Dr. Seuss books — including And to Think That I Saw 
It on Mulberry Street and If I Ran the Zoo — will stop being published because of racist and 
insensitive imagery. Director Craft discussed this issue with the Board. The library owns five of 
the six problematic Dr. Seuss books. For now, the library will keep these titles behind the 
Youth Services Desk for check out to Clarendon Hills patrons only as there is interest in seeing 
what is problematic with the books. Director Craft will update the trustees with check-out rates 
for these five books. 
 

• Director Craft reminded the Board to be looking for their Statement of Economic Interest filing 
email from the county. Board members must file by May 3, 2021. 
 

• The library is sponsoring a blood drive next week in conjunction with the Village on March 29th. 
The goal is 14 pints. 
 

• At this time, the library is not changing its pandemic hours. The library is following guidance 
from the Governor, the CDC, the Illinois Department of Public Health, the DuPage County 
Health Department and its library system.  
 

 
 



Business and Grounds:  
• The library purchased a No Skateboarding/No Scootering/No Roller Blading/No Bicycling sign 

for the library’s front area. Trustee Derfiny will install the sign once he has the proper sign post. 
 
Unfinished Business:  

• At the January Board meeting, Director Craft had mentioned getting outdoor lockers for after-
hours pick up of library materials. In February, she had received a proposal from D-Tech and 
Murphy Security Solutions for 24 outdoor holds pickup lockers that would work with the 
library’s circulation system for about $22,500 with additional costs for shipping and electrical 
work for an outdoor accessible outlet and data port. At the end of February, a technician from 
Murphy Security Solutions came to the library to see what location might be feasible for the 
lockers. There was concern about finding a space big enough for the lockers to be housed 
against the building and in a place where an electrical outlet and data port could be installed. 
There was a space between two windows that the installer thought could work, but it would 
require pouring a concrete slab, adding some pavers to connect to the slab, installing the 
electrical outlet and data port hookup, and getting a canopy of some sort to cover the lockers.  
The Board was unsure about going forward with this due to the expense and additional work 
involved. Director Craft mentioned that another approach to having outside lockers could be to 
use regular lockers (like school lockers) with combination locks that are not electronically 
connected to the library’s circulation system. The downside to this is that there would be fewer 
lockers available to the public (4-6) and it would require more staff time to manage. The 
regular lockers would be placed in front of the library under the overhang (a space that was too 
small for the professional locker system). The Board agreed to move forward with trying out 
regular lockers without a formal vote as the expected cost would be under $1000. If the lockers 
prove to be popular, the Board would consider getting the professional locker system. 
 

• Director Craft reached out to two architects to look for quotes on what they would charge to 
determine how much space the library building could gain within the various geographical and 
legal constraints (the “envelope”) of the library property. Director Craft should have at least one 
estimate by the middle of next month. Trustee Derfiny suggested a workgroup come up with a 
set of possibilities for the library patrons to consider if additional space to the library was 
feasible. 

 
New Business:  

• At the last Board meeting, Director Craft shared a proposal from Colley Elevator for a solid-
state starter for the library’s elevator. The Board tabled voting on accepting the proposal until 
Director Craft could find out the exact make/model of the motor that would be installed and if 
an extended warranty would be possible to purchase. Director Craft was able to obtain the 
necessary information from the vendor: the model is a Siemens Class 72 Class G Motor 
Starter motor; there is no option to purchase an extended warranty. Trustee Arendt moved to 
approve the proposal from Colley Elevator for the purchase and installation of a solid-state 
starter. The motion passed unanimously. 

 
Trustee Arendt motioned to adjourn the meeting. The motion passed unanimously. The meeting was 
adjourned at 8:02 PM.  

Submitted by Anupam Goel 


