
CLARENDON HILLS PUBLIC LIBRARY  
BOARD OF TRUSTEES  

Tuesday, September 19, 2017  
 
Call to Order: Board President Tuisl called the meeting to order at 7:05 pm 
 
Swore in new Library Board member Kearney Kilens. 
 
In attendance: Director Lori Craft; Trustees Horan, Kilens, Tuisl, Doyle, Kealy, and Derfiny 
Public Attendees: Allison Bennett 
 
Minutes: The minutes of the August 15, 2017 meeting were reviewed. Trustee Kealy moved to accept 
the minutes and they were accepted by unanimous vote. 
 
Treasurer's Report:  The Board reviewed the Transaction Detail Report for August 2017. Financials 
are looking strong.  The library is through 75% of its fiscal year and has spent 56% of the budgeted 
expenses. The library is also starting to see the second batch of property tax money coming in as 
revenue.  Payment for the outdoor cement/railing project will be taken out of capital expenditures and 
professional fees. 
 
Report of Library Affairs:   

• Patron Issue: The Library had been experiencing theft of several of its library newspapers. 
Because of this, library staff had been keeping a close watch on the newspaper area. Multiple 
eyewitnesses saw the same library user (not a Clarendon Hills Library card holder) either take a 
paper and not return it or, as they walk in, return a paper to its proper location. This person has 
been talked to and banned from the library for a minimum of 30 days. After the 30 days, their 
ban will only be lifted after they have a scheduled meeting to discuss their actions with the 
Library Director.  
 

• Ice Cream Social: Director Craft thanked the Board members who helped out at the Ice Cream 
Social. Despite gloomy weather, the event was able to be held outside and around 100-125 
people come through. The Clarendon Hills Bank sponsored the barbershop quartet which did a 
lovely job. 

 

• Eclipse Viewing: The library had about 200 people wait in line for the 80 pairs of eclipse glasses 
to be given away on Monday, August 21, 2017. There were some upset people, but staff had 
been very honest in the advertising about how many glasses the library had to give away. Twenty 
pairs of glasses were kept on hand to allow people to share glasses to view the eclipse while 
staying on the library lawn. Around 50 people stayed to borrow our “sharing” glasses. Those 
who stayed were very appreciative that there were some glasses to share.  

 

• Credit Card Payments at Desk: SWAN is finally able to get SWAN libraries credit card 
readers so that the library can accept payments for fines and other fees by credit card at the 
circulation desk – a patron can currently only pay by credit card by logging into their SWAN My 
Account. SWAN needs to officially install the readers and the software.  The credit card readers 
cost $60 each and the library will be getting 3 of them. These readers do not have chip reading 
capabilities. At some point in time, the chip reading swipers will become available. SWAN will 
provide 1 free swiper when those come out.  Trustee Tuisl asked that Director Craft verify with 
SWAN that credit card information would be encrypted at the source to keep card information 



safe and secure before moving ahead with getting the card swipers.  Director Craft agreed not to 
move forward until that was confirmed. 

 

• SWAN Costs: SWAN will be changing the way they determine how much to annually charge 
each library in the consortium for being a SWAN member and receiving SWAN services. For the 
past three years, SWAN had frozen the fee and CHPL paid $17,500 each year. In the new fee 
structure, each library would pay a base fee plus a percentage of received tax money with 
FY2018 using the 2015 tax levy numbers. Using their calculations, that would make the CHPL 
annual fee $24,340. However, then SWAN would apply State Library grant money to give each 
library a discount of $5532 making the actual payment for CHPL $18,808 for FY2018. In 
FY2019, the State Library may not have grant money to give SWAN, meaning our FY2019 costs 
might be much higher than we have been paying.  

 
Buildings and Grounds:  

• Library Entrance, ADA Walkway, Back Emergency Exit Stairs Site Renovations: 
Construction began Monday September 18.  The front door has not and will not be accessible for 
the first 3-5 days of the project.  Patrons have been satisfied with the signage directing them to 
use the back door and are thankful the Library has remained open through the construction. 

 
Unfinished Business:  

• On-Going Book Sale vs Annual Book Sale Follow-Up: Friends of the Library member, Ruth 
Ostrodka, is wanting to step down from running the book sale. In trying to make it less work, the 
option was discussed to do a year round book sale. The Friends and Board have agreed to try it.  
President Tuisl proposed to try this until December 31, 2018 and it was accepted by a unanimous 
vote. 
 

• Per Capita Grant Requirements Follow Up:  Director Craft reminded Board members to 
complete their required Per Capita Grant tasks by January 3, 2018.  

 

• Volunteer Appreciation Dinner Update:  36 people should be coming to the Volunteer Dinner 
to be held September 20th as a thank you to library volunteers, Friends of the Library Board 
members, and staff for their hard work in keeping the library going! 
 

• Science Kit Grant:  Trustee Derfiny had offered to look into the possibility of applying for the 
Science Kits for Public Libraries Grant to get money towards circulating science kits.  He 
reported that he did not think that we would be eligible to apply for the grant because it states 
that applicants cannot already have a circulating collection of science kits.  The library had just 
started a small collection through donations made in Harry Hillman’s name. 

 
Adjournment: Trustee Tuisl moved that the meeting be adjourned. The Board unanimously approved 
adjourning the meeting at 8:10 pm.  
 
 
Submitted by Cammie Horan 


