
CLARENDON HILLS PUBLIC LIBRARY 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

April 16, 2017 
 
 
Call to Order: Board President Purcell called the meeting to order at 7:07 pm. 
 
In attendance: Director Lori Craft; Trustees Derfiny, Glowniak, Grant, Horan, Kealy, Purcell and Tuisl. 
Public Attendees: Peg Brandon, Allison Bennett, and Jon Arendt 
 
Minutes  
The minutes of the March 21, 2017 meeting were reviewed. Trustee Derfiny moved to accept the minutes and 
they were accepted by unanimous vote.   
 
Treasurer's Report 
The Board reviewed the Transaction Detail Report for March 2017.  The library is still not receiving much in 
revenue at this point of the year due to the fact that the library will not receive its levy dollars until July/August. 
Expenses were at 10.4% of budgeted expenses while revenue was only at .8% of anticipated revenue.  
Regardless, the library is still in good financial standing. 
 
Report of Library Affairs          

• Head of Circulation Services Position:  Over 25 people applied for the library’s job opening.  Director 
Craft has interviewed 11 candidates with one more interview scheduled for 4/19.  She hopes to have a 
decision made by 4/22.  Barb Stepina’s retirement Open House will be on Tuesday, April 25 from 2-4 
pm on the Main Level of the library.       

• New Library Cards:  CH residents can now get one of the new library cards that come as a combo 
pack of card and key tag.  People can swap out their old card for one of the new ones should they so 
desire or keep their current card. They can swap their card free by doing it before May 10 or waiting 
until their current card has expired and needs to be renewed.  If they want to swap cards after May 10 
and their current card is not expiring soon, they can still swap cards by paying $1.00.   People getting 
library cards for the first time will automatically get one of the new cards.    

• Automatic Renewals:  The SWAN Consortium will be adding a new auto-renewal feature to the 
SWAN Catalog.  Tentatively scheduled to start the first week in May (we have since been told that it 
will not start until after June 13), automatic renewals would automatically renew items checked out by a 
person 2 days before those items were due (if there are no holds on the item and the limit of 2 renewals 
has not already been met).  The upside is that people won’t have to worry about renewing items they 
still want.  The downside is that the library will receive less fine money coming in – though that is 
another plus for the patron.  A patron with an email on file with the library will receive an email letting 
them know what items renewed (and what items didn’t) and what the new due dates are.  If a patron 
does not have an email on file with the library, the only way from them to know what renewed and what 
didn’t would be for them to look up their SWAN My Account info or to ask library staff.    

• Richmond Education Gardens and Apiary Event:  The Villages of Clarendon Hills and Westmont 
are having an Open House at the site of the Richmond Education Gardens and Apiary.  They are trying 
to involve community organizations, so Director Craft will be at the event representing the library and 
doing balloon twisting.    

• Statement of Economic Interest: Director Craft reminded Board members to file their Statement of 
Economic Interest by May 1, 2017. 

 
 
 
                                                                                                                                    



Communication and Correspondence 
The Per Capita Grant Award letter from Secretary of State, Jesse White, was received this month.  The letter 
stated that the library has been awarded a Per Capita Grant of $6,543.06.  The letter also stated that the money 
may be released later than normal this year. 
 
Buildings and Grounds 

• Electrical Work from Phelps Electric: The work has been completed except for a few small details 
that Trustee Derfiny wanted to talk to them about.  Payment has not been made yet. 

• Update on Library Entrance, ADA Walkway, Back Emergency Exit Stairs Site Renovation Plans: 
For clarification purposes, Director Craft let the Board know that our ADA pathway should be referred 
to as a walkway and not a ramp due to the elevation involved.  Ted Haug, the architect, is working on a 
more decorative railing design for the front of the building and did confirm that powder coating in a 
color of our choice would be possible.  Trustee Derfiny requested that we indicate that double powder 
coating be done. 

• Proposal for Additional Work from Legat Architects for the Library Entrance, ADA Walkway, 
Back Emergency Exit Stairs Site:  The original proposal was for the Architect fees was $7,000, but 
this project will be exceeding that amount.  Legat provided a new proposal that would allow fees up to 
$10,000.  Most of the board felt this sounded high. Trustee Derfiny suggested that we request a flat fee 
rather than an hourly one. Director Craft will follow up with Legat. The vote will be moved to next 
month due to the questions regarding costs. 

• Project Manager: Director Craft reported on her search for a construction manager to help with the 
outside building project.  She had asked Tom Featherstone, who had been the construction manager of 
the library’s 2013 building project, but unfortunately he felt this project was too small. Therefore, 
Director Craft pursued a new project manager after a referral from the LaGrange Library.  Director Craft 
should have a proposal to bring to the next meeting. 

 
Unfinished Business 

• Recognition of Exiting Board Members:  Director Craft and the Board thanked outgoing Board 
members Kim Glowniak, Rosemary Grant, and Marcie Purcell for their years of service. 

• Update on Library Board Election Results:  All four candidates on the April election ballot for the 
Library Board were elected to serve on the Library Board.  The four are returning Board members 
Margaret Kealy and Joan Tuisl and new members Jon Arendt and Julie Doyle.  

• Discuss Appointing New Board Member:  Director Craft and the Board discussed how to handle the 
process of finding a candidate to appoint to the Board to fill the 1 open Board position.  It was 
determined that Director Craft would post the opening and that potential candidates would be 
interviewed by Director Craft and a few available Board members.  The Board can still function being 
down one position as long as quorum is being met. 

• Update on Director’s List for Items to Purchase: The Board discussed the furniture that Director 
Craft would like to purchase for the Adult level – 4 lounge chairs, coffee table, side table, OPAC table 
and new chairs for the computer stations.  The Board seemed amenable to purchasing these items and a 
vote to approve purchase will be held at the May meeting.   

• Director Evaluation Review Update: Trustee Derfiny asked if there was any feedback about the 2017 
Director’s evaluation process.  Everyone thought that the process went smoothly. 

 
New Business 

• Renew Intergovernmental Agreement with Village for Phone/Internet/IT Services:  After 3 years, it 
was time to renew the IGA with the Village for Phone/Internet/IT services.  Though some of the fees 
changed, overall the library cost would come down from $730/month to $585/month.  Trustee Tuisl 
moved to approve the Intergovernmental Agreement.  Motion passed unanimously.    

• Friends of the Library Landscaping Concerns: Peg Brandon, Chair of the FOL Garden Committee, 
shared some library landscaping concerns.  She requested the NE corner of the lawn garden area be 



mulched, that certain trees too close to the building be trimmed, that the side area with roses be replaced 
with native plants such as prairie grasses, and that the back lawn be leveled.  Director Craft said that 
Oburrdale would mulch the garden area in question and that she would contact a tree service to trim the 
trees.  She also said she would contact the Conservation Foundation to consult about what native plants 
would grow well where the roses currently are. 

 
The Board then entered Executive Session under Section 2(c)(11) of the Open Meetings Act for the purpose of 
discussion of litigation affecting a particular public body (Trustee Horan moved; approved unanimously). 
   
Adjournment 
Trustee Purcell moved that the meeting be adjourned.  The Board approved adjourning the meeting at 8:13 pm. 
 
 
Submitted by: 
Rosemary Grant 
         
 


