
CLARENDON HILLS PUBLIC LIBRARY BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING 

Tuesday, April 20, 2021 
 

Call to Order: Trustee Tuisl called the meeting to order at 7:02 PM.  

In attendance: Director Lori Craft; Trustees Arendt, Derfiny, Goel, Gupta, Kealy, Kilens and Tuisl. 
Public attendees: Margo Jablonski (Board member starting next month) and Rick McCarthy. 
 
Special Speaker: Architect, Rick McCarthy gave a presentation on the benefits of having StudioGC 
Architecture + Interiors prepare a visioning plan and a facility needs assessment for the library. Mr. 
McCarthy has worked with multiple libraries in Wisconsin, Illinois and Indiana over the years. He 
suggested a visioning study to determine what niches our library might serve. Newer library models 
use some combination of consuming, creating (maker movement) and connecting (with other people). 
The visioning study would be around $12,000. The visioning study would also determine the 
possibility of a building expansion. The facility assessment would be $8-10,000. The visioning study 
would take a couple of months (possibly longer depending on degree of public input). The facility 
needs assessment could be done concurrently. 

Minutes: The group reviewed the minutes from the March 16, 2021 Board meeting. Trustee Derfiny 
motioned for minutes to be accepted; passed unanimously. 

Treasurer’s Report: The Board reviewed the Transaction Detail Report for March 2021. At this time, 
the library has spent about 19% of expected expenditures while acquiring .5% of the expected 
revenue. The property taxes (the main source of the library’s revenue) will come through sometime in 
August. The library would probably have $250-300,000 to spend on any library renovation or update 
without a community assessment. The library saved around $80,000 last year due to the pandemic. 

Report of Library Affairs:  
• In March, the library checked out 7426 physical items (3000 were renewals) and 1731 digital 

items. Digital check outs in March 2021 were up 10% from March 2020. Overall, the March 
checkouts in 2021 were 9157 compared to 6594 checkouts in March 2020 (though the library 
did close to the public starting on March 14, 2020). The library checked out 9518 items in 
March 2019, so our circulation is starting to increase back to pre-pandemic levels. 
 

• The library has a new feature on its Newsbank newspaper search databases - they now 
include full-image digital replicas of the Chicago Sun-Times and Daily Herald (Northwest 
Suburbs edition) newspapers (as opposed to just text of articles from these papers). And these 
digital replicas are current and can be read the same day as the print newspaper comes out.  
 

The public would find this by going to the library's website and clicking on Research >> 
Research Resources >> Chicago Sun-Times or Research >> Research Resources >> Daily 
Herald. After signing in with their library card, they would then click on the newspaper name 
that lists image as its format. They can then click on the date of the newspaper they want to 
see. The newspaper will look exactly like the print version of the paper. 
 

• The SWAN consortium is beta testing a new interface for the online catalog that is more user-
friendly. The Downers Grove Library is a beta test site for the new catalog. Patrons can try it 
out by going to https://dgs.swanlibraries.net/?browseCategory=dgs_new_this_week. Patrons 
wanting to give feedback about their experience using the beta catalog can answer a short 
survey at https://fs8.formsite.com/SWANServices/whhx0joucl/index.html. Patron feedback will 
help SWAN decide which catalog interface to use in the future. 

https://dgs.swanlibraries.net/?browseCategory=dgs_new_this_week
https://fs8.formsite.com/SWANServices/whhx0joucl/index.html


• The Library Board of Trustees results are in from the April 6 election. Trustees Goel and Gupta 
will continue to serve on the Board. Margo Jablonski, Kateri Quinonez, and Jennifer Swanton 
will join as new trustees next month. 

 
Building and Grounds:  

• Trustee Derfiny fixed a bowed kick strap in the library’s elevator. 
• Trustee Derfiny put up the “No skateboarding; No bicycling; No rollerblading; No scootering” 

sign in front of the library. 
 
Unfinished Business:  

• After Hours Holds Pick-Up Lockers update: Director Craft watched a webinar about a library in 
Nebraska that used a regular metal locker unit with re-settable combination locks outside their 
library building for material pick-ups. This library listed the make/model of the lockers and the 
locks that they used. Director Craft felt our library could purchase these same items for our 
locker trial. Trustee Derfiny said he would attach the lockers to the library building for stability. 
The cost for the locker unit would be around $165. Director Craft will move ahead with the 
purchase. 

• Library Pandemic response: SWAN lifted the seven-day quarantine requirement for library 
materials. Director Craft believes the library can open to the public at 10 AM (instead of 11 AM) 
and stay open until 8 PM on Monday, Tuesday and Thursday evenings (instead of 7 PM) 
starting May 3. The staff still needs some time to check in and shelve the returns each 
morning, pull the holds list items, and do other procedures requiring staff time at the start and 
end of the day without patrons. Also starting May 3, the staff will bring out a few pieces of 
furniture/tables to the public areas. The library may be able to go back to the pre-pandemic 
schedule in the summer.  

 
New Business:  

• The Board agreed to defer making a decision about hiring StudioGC Architecture + Interiors to 
prepare a visioning plan and a facility needs assessment for the library until next month when 
the new trustees arrive. 

• Director Craft and the Board gave a huge thank you to outgoing board members - Trustees 
Arendt, Kealy, and Tuisl – for their years of service to the library. 

 
Trustee Arendt motioned to adjourn the meeting. The motion passed unanimously. The meeting was 
adjourned at 8:34 PM.  

 

Submitted by Anupam Goel 


